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Reading Passage 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-13, which are based on the IELTSFever
Academic IELTS Reading Test 110 Reading Passage The Dugong: Sea COWbelow.

The Dugong: Sea COW

Dugongs are herbivorous mammals that spend their entire lives in the sea. Their close relatives the
manatees also venture info or live in freshwater. Together dugongs and manatees make up the order
Sirenia or sea cows, so-named hecause dugongs and manatees are thought to have given rise to the
myth of the mermaids or sirens of the sea.

{A} The dugong, which is a large marine mammal which, together with the manatees, looks
rather like a cross between a rotund dolphin and a walrus. Its body, flippers and fluke resemble
those of a dolphin but it has no dorsal fin. Its head looks somewhat like that of a walrus without
the long tusks.

{B} Dugongs, along with other Sirenians whose diet consists mainly of sea-grass; and the
distribution of dugongs very closely follows that of these marine flowering plants. As seagrasses
grow rooted in the sediment, they are limited by the availability of light. Consequently they are
found predominantly in shallow coastal waters, and so too are dugongs. But, this is not the
whole story. Dugongs do not eat all species of seagrass, preferring seagrass of higher nitrogen
and lower fibre content.

{C} Due to their poor eyesight, dugongs often use smell to locate edible plants. They also have
a strong tactile sense, and feel their surroundings with their long sensitive bristles. They will dig
up an entire plant and then shake it to remove the sand before eating it. They have been known
to collect a pile of plants in one area before eating them. The flexible and muscular upper lip is
used to dig out the plants. When eating they ingest the whole plant, including the roots, although
when this is impossible they will feed on just the leaves. A wide variety of seagrass has been
found in dugong stomach contents, and evidence exists they will eat algae when seagrass is
scarce. Although almost completely herbivorous, they will occasionally eat invertebrates such as
jellyfish, sea squirts, and shellfish.

{D} A heavily grazed seagrass bed looks like a lawn mown by a drunk. Dugongs graze
apparently at random within a seagrass bed, their trails meandering in all directions across the
bottom. This is rather an inefficient means of removing seagrass that results in numerous small
tufts remaining. And this is where the dugongs derive some advantage from their inefficiency.
The species that recover most quickly from this disturbance, spreading out vegetatively from the
remaining tufts, are those that dugongs like to eat. In addition, the new growth found in these
areas tends to be exactly what hungry dugongs like.
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{E} Dugongs are semi-nomadic, often travelling long distances in search of food, but staying
within a certain range their entire life. Large numbers often move together from one area to
another. It is thought that these movements are caused by changes in seagrass availability.
Their memory allows them to return to specific points after long travels. Dugong movements
mostly occur within a localised area of seagrass beds, and animals in the same region show
individualistic patterns of movement.

{F} Recorded numbers of dugongs are generally believed to be lower than actual numbers, due
to a lack of accurate surveys. Despite this, the dugong population is thought to be shrinking,
with a worldwide decline of 20 per cent in the last 90 years. They have disappeared from the
waters of Hong Kong, Mauritius, and Taiwan, as well as parts of Cambodia, Japan, the
Philippines and Vietnam. Further disappearances are likely. (In the late 1960s, herds of up to 500
dugongs were observed off the coast of East Africa and nearby islands. However, current populations in
this area are extremely small, numbering 50 and below, and it is thought likely they will become extinct.
The eastern side of the Red Sea is the home of large populations numbering in the hundreds, and similar
populations are thought to exist on the western side. In the 1980s, it was estimated there could be as
many as 4,000 dugongs in the Red Sea. The Persian Gulf has the second-largest dugong population in
the world, inhabiting most of the southern coast, and the current population is believed to be around
7,500. Australia is home to the largest population, stretching from Shark Bay in Western Australia to
Moreton Bay in Queensland. The population of Shark Bay is thought to be stable with over 10,000
dugongs.)

{G} Experience from various parts of northern Australia suggests that Extreme weather such as
cyclones and floods can destroy hundreds of square kilometres of seagrass meadows, as well
as washing dugongs ashore. The recovery of seagrass meadows and the spread of seagrass
into new areas, or areas where it has been destroyed, can take over a decade. For example,
about 900 km2 of seagrass was lost in Hervey Bay in 1992, probably because of murky water
from flooding of local rivers, and run-off turbulence from a cyclone three weeks later. Such
events can cause extensive damage to seagrass communities through severe wave action,
shifting sand and reduction in saltiness and light levels. Prior to the 1992 floods, the extensive
seagrasses in Hervey Bay supported an estimated 1750 dugongs. Eight months after the floods
the affected area was estimated to support only about 70 dugongs. Most animals presumably
survived by moving to neighbouring areas. However, many died attempting to move to greener
pastures, with emaciated carcasses washing up on beaches up to 900km away.

{H} If dugongs do not get enough to eat they may calve later and produce fewer young. Food
shortages can be caused by many factors, such as a loss of habitat, death and decline in quality
of seagrass, and a disturbance of feeding caused by human activity. Sewage, detergents, heavy
metal, hypersaline water, herbicides, and other waste products all negatively affect seagrass
meadows. Human activity such as mining, trawling, dredging, land-reclamation, and boat
propeller scarring also cause an increase in sedimentation which smothers seagrass and
prevents light from reaching it. This is the most significant negative factor affecting seagrass.
One of the dugong's preferred species of seagrass, Halophila ovalis, declines rapidly due to lack
of light, dying completely after 30 days.
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{I} Despite being legally protected in many countries, the main causes of population decline
remain anthropogenic and include hunting, habitat degradation, and fishing-related fatalities.
Entanglement in fishing nets has caused many deaths, although there are no precise statistics.
Most issues with industrial fishing occur in deeper waters where dugong populations are low,
with local fishing being the main risk in shallower waters. As dugongs cannot stay As dugongs
cannot stay underwater for a very long period, they are highly prone to deaths due to entanglement.
The use of shark nets has historically caused large numbers of deaths, and they have been
eliminated in most areas and replaced with baited hooks. Hunting has historically been a problem
too, although in most areas they are no longer hunted, with the exception of certain indigenous
communities. In areas such as northern Australia, hunting remains the greatest impact on the
dugong population

Questions 1-4
Summary

Complete the following summary of the paragraphs of Reading Passage, using no more than
two words from the Reading Passage for each answer. Write your answers in boxes 1-4 on
your answer sheet.

Dugongs are herbivorous mammals that spend their entire lives

in the sea. Yet Dugongs are picky on their feeding Seagrass, and only
chose seagrass with higher......1........ and lower fibre. To compensate for

their poor eyesight, they use their ....2........... to feel their surroundings.

It is like Dugongs are “farming" seagrass. They often leave ...... L —
randomly in all directions across the sea bed. Dugongs prefer eating the
newly grew seagrass recovering from the tiny......4........Ieft behind by the
grazing dugongs

Questions 5-9

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 17 In boxes
5-9 on your answer sheet, write
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TRUE if the statement is True
FALSE if the statement is false
NOT GIVEN If the information is not given in the passage

(5) The dugong will keep eating up the plant completely when they begin to feed.

(6) It takes more than ten years for the re-growth of seagrass where it has been grazed by
Dugongs.

(7) Even in facing food shortages, the strong individuals will not compete with weak small ones
for food.

(8) It is thought that the dugong rarely return to the old habitats when they finished plant.

(9) Coastal industrial fishing poses the greatest danger to dugongs which are prone to be killed
due to entanglement.

Questions 10-13

Answer the questions below. Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER
from the passage for each answer.

(10) What is Dugong in resemblance to yet as people can easily tell them apart from the
manatees by its tail?

(11) What is the major reason as Dugongs travelled long distances in herds from cne place to
another?

(12) What number, has estimated to be, of dugong' population before the 1992 floods in Hervey
Bay took place?

(13) What is thought to be the lethal danger when dugongs were often trapped in?

Reading Passage 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14-27, which are based on the IELTSFever
Academic IELTS Reading Test 110 Reading Passage Art in Iron and Steel below.
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Art in Iron and Steel

{A} Works of engineering and technology are sometimes viewed as the antithesis of art and
humanity. Think of the connotations of assembly lines, robots, and computers. Any positive
values there might be in such creations of the mind and human industry can be overwhelmed by
the associated negative images of repetitive, stressful, and threatened jobs. Such images fuel
the arguments of critics of technology even as they may drive powerful cars and use the Internet
to protest what they see as the artless and dehumanizing aspects of living in an industrialized
and digitized society. At the same time, landmark megastructures such as the Brooklyn and
Golden Gate bridges are almost universally hailed as majestic human achievements as well as
great engineering monuments that have come to embody the spirits of their respective cities.
The relationship between art and engineering has seldom been easy or consistent.

{B} The human worker may have appeared to be but a cog in the wheel of industry, yet
photographers could reveal the beauty of line and composition in a worker doing something as
common as using a wrench to turn a bolt. When Henry Ford's enormous River Rouge plant
opened in 1927 to produce the Model A, the painter/photographer Charles Sheeler was chosen
to photograph it. The world's largest car factory captured the imagination of Sheeler, who
described it as the most thrilling subject he ever had to work with. The artist also composed oil
paintings of the plant, giving them titles such as American Landscape and Classic Landscape.

{C} Long before Sheeler, other artists, too, had seen the beauty and humanity in works of
engineering and technology. This is perhaps no more evident than in Coalbrookdale, England,
where iron, which was so important to the industrial revolution, was worked for centuries. Here,
in the late eighteenth century, Abraham Darby Il cast on the banks of the Severn River the large
ribs that formed the world's first iron bridge, a dramatic departure from the classic stone and
timber bridges that dotted the countryside and were captured in numerous serene landscape
paintings. The metal structure, simply but appropriately called Iron Bridge, still spans the river
and still beckons engineers, artists, and tourists to gaze upon and walk across it, as if on a
pilgrimage to a revered place.

{D} At Coalbrookdale, the reflection of the ironwork in the water completes the semicircular
structure to form a wide-open eye into the future that is now the past. One artist's bucolic
depiction shows pedestrians and horsemen on-the bridge, as if on a woodland trail. On one
shore, a pair of well-dressed onlookers interrupts their stroll along the riverbank, perhaps to
admire the bridge. On the other side of the gently flowing river, a lone man leads two mules
beneath an arch that lets the towpath pass through the bridge's abutment. A single boatman
paddles across the river in a tiny tub boat. He is in no rush because there is no towline to carry
from one side of the bridge to the other. This is how Michael Rooker saw Iron Bridge in his 1792
painting. A colored engraving of the scene hangs in the nearby Coalbrookdale museum, along
with countless other contemporary renderings of the bridge in its full glory and in its context,
showing the iron structure not as a blight on the landscape but at the center of it. The
surrounding area at the same time radiates out from the bridge and pales behind it.
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{E} In the nineteenth century, the railroads captured the imagination of artists, and the steam
engine in the distance of a landscape became as much a part of it as the herd of cows in the
foreground. The Impressionist Claude Monet painted man-made structures like railway stations
and cathedrals as well as water lilies. Portrait painters such as Christian Schussele found
subjects in engineers and inventors — and their inventions — as well as in the American
founding fathers. By the twentieth century, engineering, technology, and industry were very well
established as subjects for artists.

{F} American-born Joseph Pennell illustrated many European travel articles and books. Pennell,
who early in his career made drawings of buildings under construction and shrouded in
scaffolding, returned to America late in life and recorded industrial activities during World War .
He is perhaps best known among engineers for his depiction of the Panama Canal as it neared
completion and his etchings of the partially completed Hell Gate and Delaware River bridges.

{G} Pennell has often been quoted as saying, “Great engineering is great art,” a sentiment that
he expressed repeatedly. He wrote of his contemporaries, “| understand nothing of engineering,
but | know that engineers are the greatest architects and the most pictorial builders since the
Greeks.” Where some observers saw only utility, Pennell saw also beauty, if not in form then at
least in scale. He felt he was not only rendering a concrete subject but alsc conveying through
his drawings the impression that it made on him. Pennell called the sensation that he felt before
a great construction project 'The Wonder of Work”. He saw engineering as a process. That
process is memorialized in every completed dam, skyscraper, bridge, or other great
achievement of engineering.

{H} If Pennell experienced the wonder of work in the aggregate, Lewis Hine focused on the
individuals who engaged in the work. Hine was trained as a sociologist but became best known
as a photographer who exposed the exploitation of children. His early work documented
immigrants passing through Ellis Island, along with the conditions in the New York tenements
where they lived and the sweatshops where they worked. Upon returning to New York, he was
given the opportunity to record the construction of the Empire State Building, which resulted in
the striking photographs that have become such familiar images of daring and insouciance. He
put his own life at risk to capture workers suspended on cables hundreds of feet in the air and
sitting on a high girder eating lunch. To engineers today, one of the most striking features of
these photos, published in 1932 in Men at Work, is the absence of safety lines and hard hats.
However, perhaps more than anything, the photos evoke Pennell's “The Wonder of Work" and
inspire admiration for the bravery and skill that bring a great engineering project to completion.

Questions 14-18

Reading Passage 2 has eight paragraphs, A-H.

Which paragraph contains the following information?

Write the correct letter, A-H, in boxes 14-18 on your answer sheet.

(14) Art connected with architecture for the first time.
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(15) small artistic object and constructions built are put together
(16) The working conditions were recorded by the artist as an exciting subject.
(17) mention of one engineers' artistic work on an unfinished engineering project

(18) Two examples of famous bridges which became the iconic symbols of that cities

Questions 19-23

Use the information in the passage to match the people (listed A-F) with opinions or deeds
below. Write the appropriate letters A-F in boxes 19-23 on your answer sheet.

List of people
(A) Charles Sheeler
(B) Michael Rooker
(C) Claude Monet
(D) Christian Schussele
(E) Joseph Pennell

(F) Lewis Hine

(19) who made a comment that concrete constructions have a beauty just as artistic processes
created by engineers the architects

(20) who made a romantic depiction of an old bridge in one painting
(21) who produced art pieces demonstrating the courage of workers in site

(22) who produced portraits involving subjects in engineers and inventions and historical human
heroes.

(23) who produced paintings of factories and named them ambitiously
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Questions 24-27

Complete the following summary of the paragraphs of Reading Passage, using NO MORE
THAN THREE WORDS from the Reading Passage for each answer. Write your answers in
boxes 23-27 on your answer sheet.

Iron bridge Coalbrookdale, England

In the late eighteenth century, as artists began to capture the
artistic attractiveness incorporated into architecture via engineering
and technology were captured in numerous serene landscape
paintings. One good example, the engineer called 24..................
had designed the first iron bridge in the world and changed to
using irons yet earlier bridges in the countryside were constructed
using materials such as 25.............. and wood. This first Iron
bridge which across the 26................ was much significant in the
industrial revolution period and it functioned for centuries.
Numerous spectacular paintings and sculptures of Iron Bridge are
collected and exhibited locally in 27....... ........ , showing the iron

structure as a theme on the landscape.

Reading Passage 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 28-40, which are based on the IELTSFever
Academic IELTS Reading Test 110 Reading Passage E-training below.

E-training

{A} E-learning is the unifying term to describe the fields of online learning, web-based training,
and technology-delivered instruction, which can be a great benefit to corporate e-learning. IBM,
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for instance, claims that the institution of its e-training program, Basic Blue, whose purpose is to
train new managers, saved the company in the range of $200 million in 1999. Cutting the travel
expenses required to bring employees and instructors to a central classroom accounts for the
lion's share of the savings. With an online course, employees can learn from any
Internet-connected PC, anywhere in the world. Ernst and Young reduced training costs by 35
percent while improving consistency and scalability.

{B} In addition to generally positive economic benefits, other advantages such as convenience,
standardized delivery, self-paced learning, and variety of available content, have made
e-learning a high priority for many corporations. E-learning is widely believed to offer flexible
"any time, any

place" learning. The claim for "any place" is valid in principle and is a great development. Many
people can engage with rich learning materials that simply were not possible in a paper or
broadcast distance learning era. For teaching specific information and skills, e-training holds
great promise. It can be especially effective at helping employees prepare for IT certification
programs. E-learning also seems to effectively address topics such as sexual harassment
education, safety training and management training — all areas where a clear set of objectives
can be identified. Ultimately, training experts recommend a "blended” approach that combines
both online and in-person training as the instruction requires. E-learning is not an end-all
solution. But if it helps decrease costs and windowless classrooms filled with snoring students, it
definitely has its advantages.

{C} Much of the discussion about implementing e-learning has focused on the technology, but
as Driscoll and others have reminded us, e-learning is not just about the technology, but also
many human factors. As any capable manager knows, teaching employees new skills is critical
to a smoathly run business. Having said that, however, the traditional route of classroom
instruction runs the risk of being expensive, slow and, oftentimes, ineffective. Perhaps the
classroom's greatest disadvantage is the fact that it takes employees out of their jobs. Every
minute an employee is sitting in a classroom training session is a minute they're not out on the
floor working. It now looks as if there is a way to circumvent these traditional training drawbacks.
E-training promises more effective teaching techniques by integrating audio, video, animation,
text and interactive materials with the intent of teaching each student at his or her own pace. In
addition to higher performance results, there are other immediate benefits to students such as
increased time on task, higher levels of motivation, and reduced test anxiety for many learners.
A California State University Northridge study reported that e-learners performed 20 percent
better than traditional learners. Nelson reported a significant difference between the mean
grades of 406 university students earned in traditional and distance education classes, where
the distance learners outperformed the traditional learners.

{D} On the other hand, nobody said E-training technology would be cheap. E-training service
providers, on the average, charge from $10,000 to $60,000 to develop one hour of online
instruction. This price varies depending on the complexity of the training topic and the media
used. HTML pages are a little cheaper to develop while streaming-video presentations or flash
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animations cost more. Course content is just the starting place for cost. A complete e-learning
solution also includes the technology platform (the computers, applications and network
connections that are used to deliver the courses). This technology platform, known as a learning
management system (LMS), can either be installed onsite or outsourced. Add to that cost the
necessary investments in network bandwidth to deliver multimedia courses, and you're left
holding one heck of a bill. For the LMS infrastructure and a dozen or so online courses, costs
can top $500,000 in the first year. These kinds of costs mean that custom e-training is, for the
time being, an option only for large organizations. For those companies that have a large
enough staff, the e-training concept pays for itself. Aware of this fact, large companies are
investing heavily in online training. Today, over half of the 400-plus courses that Rockwell
Collins offers are delivered instantly to its clients in an e-learning format, a change that has
reduced its annual training costs by 40%. Many other success stories exist.

{E} E-learning isn't expected to replace the classroom entirely. For one thing, bandwidth
limitations are still an issue in presenting multimedia over the Internet. Furthermore, e-training
isn't suited to every mode of instruction or topic. For instance, it's rather ineffective imparting
cultural values or building teams. If your company has a unique corporate culture it would be
difficult to convey that to first time employees through a computer monitor. Group training
sessions are more ideal for these purposes. In addition, there is a perceived

loss of research time because of the work involved in developing and teaching online classes.
Professor Wallin estimated that it required between 500 and 1,000 person-hours, that is,
Wallin-hours, to keep the course at the appropriate level of currency and usefulness. (Distance
learning instructors often need technical skills, no matter how advanced the courseware
system.) That amounts to between a quarter and half of a person-year. Finally, teaching
materials require computer literacy and access to equipment. Any e-Learning system involves
basic equipment and a minimum level of computer knowledge in order to perform the tasks
required by the system. A student that does not possess these skills, or have access to these
tools, cannot succeed in an e-Learning program.

{F} While few people debate the obvious advantages of e-learning, systematic research is
needed to confirm that learners are actually acquiring and using the skills that are being taught
online, and that e-learning is the best way to achieve the outcomes in a corporate environment.
Nowadays, a go-between style of Blended learning, which refers to a mixing of different learning
environments, is gaining popularity. It combines traditional face-to-face classroom methods with
more modern computer-mediated activities. According to its proponents, the strategy creates a
more integrated approach for both instructors and learners. Formerly, technology-based
materials played a supporting role to face-to-face instruction. Through a blended learning
approach, technology will be more important.

Questions 28-33

The reading passage has seven paragraphs, A-F

Choose the correct heading for paragraphs A-F from the list below.
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Write the correct number, i-xi, in boxes 28-33 on your answer sheet.

List of Headings

() overview of the benefits for the application of E-training

(1) IBM's successful choice of training

(Il1) Future direction and a new style of teaching

(IV) learners' achievement and advanced teaching materials

(V) limitations when E-training compares with traditional class

(V1) multimedia over the Internet can be a solution

(VII) technology can be a huge financial burden

(VIll) the distance learners outperformed the traditional university learners in worldwide
(IX) other advantages besides economic consideration

(X) Training offered to help people learn using computers

(28) Paragraph A
(29) Paragraph B
(30) Paragraph C
(31) Paragraph D
(32) Paragraph E

(33) Paragraph F
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Questions 34-37

The reading Passage has seven paragraphs A-F.

Which paragraph contains the following information?

Write the correct letter A-F, in boxes 35-37 on your answer sheet.

(34) Projected Basic Blue in IBM achieved great success.

(35) E-learning wins as a priority for many corporations as its flexibility.

(36) The combination of the traditional and e-training environments may prevail.

(37) Example of a fast electronic delivery for a company's products to its customers.

Questions 38-40

Choose Three correct letters, among A-E

Write your answers in boxes 38-40 on your answer sheet.

(A) Technical facilities are hardly obtained.

(B) Presenting multimedia over the Internet is restricted due to the bandwidth limit.
(C) It is ineffective in imparting a unique corporate value to fresh employees.

(D) Employees need to block a long time leaving their position attending training.

(E) More preparation time is needed to keep the course at the suitable level.

Answers
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